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DUNO

HEATS UP AMERICAN RACING

an’t bother asking Milka
Dumas il shar ever thinks
about crashws. To be sune
as thee Farst sworman ever b
Win & major imernational
auter mce m North damert-
wa, Duno has had pleney ol chancos weon
o the worst. Bty quesinons on dee
suibgect adici Bt maone than a potiee demiar-
al and sell-conseions baughier
sk abowt her hotare goals, amd voa'll

pet the same mreatment. Adeeady, she las
ra ke uge victorees 0 some of the waorld's
most cornpeibive spormsear raes—booom
i ehe Hrse worman o dnve racing s asiest
car, the LMP w00, amd carming the wmule of
Veneeuekun Auto Bacing Diriver of the Year
inonby ber second year of racing,

But despate heer perch atop a wiite-hiot
racing career afeer only seven years in the
parme, Dhemo says litde when asked whani

shi's planmning next

Why kevp so quict? Superstiton

Wi rced luck i thas spon,” says D
who is abso carefd mever w et ber acing
haedmen o the ground. “There ane many
gt alrivers v lose bnthe final manuees
It vou play wennis, yoo ke your @moguet
and vou depend on voursell o win, In
racing, vou depend on the car, the wam .
rmany things. 1f vou have a good car bura bad
driveer, o can never win, 5o 1 don't say
wiiere | want o go .. [ preter o saay i
muormenk”

Andd make no mistake, winning s very
impsrrtant to this nanve of Veneroela,
wihor expected o live out ber Like as 2 maval
Crgineer

Onee upen a ome, Duno colleced
masier's degrees like she now collecis meing
ttles applying the sane ineense [ocies da
now uses boosoudy racetracks o carn
four  differemt gradwate  Jdegress—in

arganizational  development,  maval
arehitecture, muarine biology and o
business

[ always dreamed about spadyving in
another country,” says Duno, who treked
Iroam her mative Caracas o Madrid, Spain bee
three of her advanced degrees, which dhe

carned simultasesusly while on scholas
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shap at twrditerent unaversaties. "That was
thie cilvjecive [ lod— o learn the moss ehae
1 comuld and be weally comoentmeed oo oy
preparation and educaton. When 1 decide
o ke sommee g [ sery focused on my goal
amal T work hard.”

But Enends encouraged her o enier a
coirse oan s driving, and she goa hookied
o the adrenaline rush, Betone long, she

Wi macang with an araieur clab amd beae-
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ing drivers with more experience, Onee the
wwlnning stareed, that's when she koew she
had Fowad ber callomg

1 discovered [ had this abibiey - .. somne
thing [ dida't ks bebore ™ says Do, svbis
teirthered her study ar a Scip Barber drving
seitono] i the Dlnieed Stawes betore starting
her probessional career. "The instruceors
thiere helped me see that 1 had pogential

Adrer that, it was very clear [oo me]”

aiariet i 2o

M‘a ld's
e meal compelitve,

Even now, she sags, ber past lile as an
enpineer belps i her mew sworke "1 can alk
with the emgineers, tell them exacely whai
[m beeling in the car, and the engineer can
"I can

make the adjusomenis ” she savs

underswand the elemeery . s very good ©

The determimation and bcus she oaw
brought to her universiey studies ane mow
ermpliped o wan mces, S b doven o duee

rq howrs of Le Mans, earning the vdile of
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Arreerican Le Mans Series vice champion in
oo, winnang Four tmes in fve stares.
Al she has kodged an fnmpressave anuon
af Firsm: T 2000, sha becarme the firs
womnian to win 2 Ferran Challenge mee moide
UnitedSiates; o 200, she was the First
WOk b win e prescigioons Peer Le Sans
raier in 200z, she becarme the lirst woman
pdr drive thae Eassest cars inothe Ameracan Le
Elams Series; and o 2004 shae was the Brst
WOELAN EO Wi a major intermational awie
raie i Moreh Aumersea by aking the Bolex
Sporis Car Senes Championship, Driving
with well-known veanumates such 2 Andy
Wallace, Bobby Gordom amd Scoe Saxswell
Dunae olven found hersell competing
apainst opponents with two and three

Hanes |:|1I.' A of FLngE Cxpu renee.
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“For me, it doesn’es matter whether T'm

dravang with a man, a woman or even an
ape,” Watllace gold ehee Ao med Merakd Lt year
just bedone the wo teamed up in che Day-
tira procosype class of the Gran Prx of
M. “Adl that matters 18 iF e person can
drave acar, And i 1 didn't ehink she coukd
[woulde't be her (driving panner).”

"The brss e [ s ber moe, was Blown
away,” Larry Holy, MBI Spontscar wechnical
alimecios, ol el Wiesfsdngroe Post in 2o, “TH
be b First o say she didn't make ie vo thas
kervel bocanse she's a wiman Guys wha say
that shee heas are pealows.”

Hir unigue poersonal swory also atra ied
a nuyjor sponsor, Pontiac decided o make
Dhamer thee facre of their lasgese-ever Spanash
Lengiage advertising carpaign, using her suld-

iry gooed kooks and excepeional hisiory eo sell
therir G Coupe and Salstoe models 1w oa
grovwany segrment of Hispanic car bayers,

“lilka is surprising. .. She nepresents
style, inpelligencs and a surprising, way
ko at Pontess for Hispanies,” says Mary
Eubitsky, national brand advertising man-
ager bor the company. "Bean uful, accom-
plisked sl well-educated . shwe 15 an aspi-
ratiemal Hgure for us”

Milding o champien's pecformance
with a model's good looks—ehink a Lati-
na Sandra Bullock—Dume dresses sexily,
and she is odben showeased on magazine
cowers or phobe spreads (hee official web-
aite, wwwonilbodumo. com, Feamres some

aof the most notable examples—including

“1 think

people look at me
and they see the
determingation ...
someone who
has a goal and
wants to chase
that goal.”

=—MILKA DUNG

asbzeling cover lor the Spanish-Llanguage
version of Cosenopoition magaeine amd a s
i poolsicde bashion pictures)

But, like ather attacuve q.'|1.||||.|1i.|-|:|
lesmale aihdites, shar soast alsoexe reise cane,
well aware that the atendant publicicy
can affece her credibilivy wath ocher dravers

“You need o take cane of your trmage ..
fhecause) you can lose the ether drivers
respoeCt B0 one mxament,” shie says

“L o 1o see a Enber bring his danghier
ter e race and sy, "She wanes e be just Bke
i [ ehink people look at me and they see
the determinaeion ... someone who bas a
goal anl svanis to chase thai goal

“Peoplie can say, 'IE she can sucesed in
racing ., maybe we can have everything
that we wane ©
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